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that the Governing Commission would be provided with an adequate
international police force before the plebiscite, so that it would not
be necessary for France to take upon herself the charge of maintaining
order. It was also understood that the French Government would as
far as possible make use of police and gendarmerie in place of troops,
and that they did not mean to ask the Council to confirm its decisions
of 1925 and 1926. Speaking in the Chamber of Deputies on the 30th
November Monsieur Laval definitely invited other countries to assist
France in maintaining international order and hoped that it might
be possible to achieve close co-operation between France and Great
Britain on a collective basis and within the framework of the League
Covenant.

At the League Council meeting of the 5th December Monsieur
Laval, after repeating the substance of his previous declarations,
asked the Council itself to

assume the responsibility which the French Government [were] and
would always be willing to assume. He asked it to decide that the duty
of maintaining order should be entrusted to international contingents
... France would willingly agree not to send a contingent, on the under-
standing, of course, that Germany would send none.

This suggestion met with an unexpected response from the British
representative. Mr. Eden declared that

if the Council decided .. . that it was desirable for an international force
to be stationed in the Saar . . . and if the United Kingdom were invited
to co-operate in that matter, then, provided other countries . . . were
prepared to make a contribution and on condition that both France and
Germany assented to the arrangement, His Majesty's Government would
also be prepared to supply a suitable proportion of such an international
force. His Majesty's Government had authorized him to make the pre-
sent statement because of [their] wish to make a positive contribution
to the discharge of the responsibility which all those present shared as
members of the League of Nations.

This suggestion was favourably received by the representatives of
Italy and of Czechoslovakia, and also by Monsieur Litvinov. The
latter, however, felt obliged to consult his Government before accept-
ing the invitation. After Mr. Knox had duly stated that, though the
Governing Commission could not guarantee the maintenance of order
with the means at present at its disposal, it would be prepared to do
so if an international force were stationed in the Saar, the Council
decided to ask the Committee of Three to present concrete proposals
on the subject of such a force.

In adopting this new policy, which formed such a welcome and sur-
prising contrast to their previous attitude, the British Government